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To Meſ Ebenen Erskine, William Wilſon, 
Alexander Moncrief and James Fiſher. ; 


3 | - 


Vexy RevexexD, | „ 


MT ſeldom happens, that any PEE ven x 
— , 
tures abroad in the world, without in- 
ſcribing his performance to ſome great 
name or other. In oppoſition to the 


common cuſtom,..I had once a mind to dedicate 
this piece to my ſelf; becauſe I thought it might 
be preſumed, that I would think more of it, and 
de readier to defend it, than any other man-. But 

5 ut 1 reflected en the figure vou have wee, 
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4 Pilule Spleneticæ; or, Ch b 
and the eſteem you have acquired, I began to i- 
magine, that the world would think you much 
more worthy of this honour than the author. 1 

therefore humbly beg you'll take this brat of mine 


under your protection, and fhew it ſome of chat 


tenderneſs and reſpect you commonly have for 
your own. It would be exceeding hard for you 


to retuſe this favour, to one who begs it of you 


_ withapleaſed face and ſmiling countenance. The 


Child comes to you laughing innocently in your 


face: I therefore beg you'll give him a favourable - 


reception; and I ſhall always be ready to make 


the moſt thankful acknowledgments. But if you 
thruſt this poor creature away from you, without 


the leaſt pity ; it muſt ſtep forward on its o ] 


legs, with as merry a countenance as it can. If 


you throw it out, I hope ſome welk-difpoſed per- 


ſons will give it quarters. As the times now go, 
it is worth its room. We have had lamentable 


Cries, and heavy Groans - Now, if this could beat 
_ theſe off the ſtage, and ſmile chearfully upon you, 
ſire I ani you would think the change lig hiſome. 


| Now, that the charms of this Child, whom 1 
_ - Laugh, may have ſome influence upon you, 
I ſhall ED F 


1. Shew you what a Zaugh is: 


2. Notice what fand' we have for | laughing | in 


our preſent fituation. 


3. Offer ſome advices which may contribute to 


continue this merry diſpofition. 


| I. I am r ſhew what a Laugh is. This I take | 
4M be an agreeable convulſion, which affects the - 


heart 
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A Langh from a true-hlue, &c. 75 © 
Heart and moſt of our ſenſes in a ſudden and irre- 
ſiſtible: manner, gives a freer and brisker motion to 
the blood and animal 1 removes that gloom 
and ſullenneis which hangs heavy upon the mind, 
and by a kindly titillation makes an agreeable 
pleaſure glance — — our whole frame, 
and ſo becomes a lovereign-remedy againſt me lan- 


cholly and the ſpleen. 
There are a great many different kinds of laughter, 


which I ſhall not ſtay to enumerate. Some of them 
would perhaps be too frolickſame for my purpoſe; | 
for I only deſign ſuch a grave laugh as is confift» 
ent with Diviri Jam not for the laughter. of 
fools, which is Hike the crackling of thorns under 
4 pot; but for ſuch an one as is excited bo proper 
occaſions, and directed to proper objects: and 
this I am ſure is neither condemned by — nor 
revelation. - As Heraclitus conftantly wept, ſo 
Democritus was a conſtant Jang her at the follies of 
mankind. Ari gas made this a diſtinguiſhing dif- 
ference between a man and a beaſt: Homo (ſays 
he) «f-animal-rifibile, lipes. And Elijab did not 
think it below the dignity. of a Prophet, to langhb 
at the ſuperſtitious folly of Baals Prophets: And 
Solomon ſays, There is à time to langh, and a time 
to mourn. Laughing then, upon ſome ſuitable oc- 
caſions, is no taſh upon che charafter of a grave 
and reverend Father. 5 
I might now enter on the Wand thing: 1 pro- 
Wy but I ſhall firſt make ſome obſervations up- 
on a regular and orderly ſociety, and the juſt rea- 
ſons of a departure from it; which cannot well * D 
refuſed without exciting a Jangh. — £ 
x. then, TROY that in every regular 3 | 


well 2 


6 Pilulæ Splenetice; or. 
well conſtitute ſociety, there muſt be certain laws 
and regulations, which diſtinguiſh that from any 
other of another kind. This muſt neceſſarily hold 
in all ſocieties, whether civil or eccleſiaſtical. E- 
piſcopal, Presbyterian and Independent ſocieties, 
„ muſt have ſomething in their model which diſtin- 
1 guiſhes them from one another. This cannot be 
refuſed without forcing a ſinil. „ 
2. In every orderly and regular ſociety, there 


ſ muſt be different and diſtinct orders; without 
which it could neither have a becoming beauty, 
ö nor any laſting ſecurity of peace and quiet. There 
mult be ſome to govern, and others to be govern- 
ed, both in civil and eccleſiaſtical ſocieties, Row. 
Xii. 6, 7. 1 Cor. xii. 28. This has ever obtained, 
and no man can refuſe it without making others 
| laugh at his ignorance. N „ 
3. Every one who profeſſes himſelf a member 
of a ſociety, muſt neceſſarily ſubject himſelf to 
the laws of it. This is implied in the nature 
of the thing: for no ſooner does any one en- 
ter into a ſociety, but he either by an expreſs 
f or tacite agreement parts with ſo much of his ori- 
| ginal liberty as is inconſiſtent with its laws. This 
muſt e hold, if men agree to certain re- 
gulations of their own making, or if they are bound 
to them by their firſt founder. If any one ſnould 
> deny this, he would become the butt of all mens 
laughter, and be juſtly hiſsd at by the whole ſo- 
fc TFT 5 
Ky I obſerve, that whoſoever profeſſes himſelf 
a member of any ſociety, muſt neceſſarily look on 
himſelf as accountable to it for his management 
and behaviour. This is ſo plain, that none m_ 
| | nee 
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A Laugb from a true. blue, c. 7 
need any illuſtration but ſach as are of perverſe 
minds. No member muſt be allowed to behave 

| himſelf ſo as if he were above all law and order, 

| unleſs the ſociety has a mind to disband, and let 

every man return to his original liberty. But this 
can never take place in a religious ſociety, where 

men are bound to obſerve theſe regulations which 
are eſtabliſhed by divine authority. As in a civil 

government, none will be allowed to paſs, who 
endeayour to overthrow the - conſtitution, or to 
rail at the governors, and beſpatter the govern- 
ment; ſo in a religious community, theſe muſt be 
reſtrained. who pretend to do what they pleaſe. 
Though, in Popiſh countries, the Pope does what 
he pleaſes, and is Noli me tangere; yet among Pro- | 
teſtants there is no ſuch allowance. Such, having 
juſt notions of liberty and reaſonable obedience, 
would laugh to ſee one pretend to be within rule, 
and yet act as if there was no rule. Nay even a- 
mong the Independents, if the minority wont ſub- 

mit to the regulations of the . they muſt 

leave the congregation, and ſhift for themſelves. 

But ſuch a temper is well deſcribed in the follow- 

FO pp ö 
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Take away both old and new q 
My way to me the way doth ſhew. ' 
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5. In a well ordered ſociety, there muſt be a 
power lodged ſome where to determine and decide 
controverſies, which may threaten the overthrow 
of the conſtitution; elſe it is impoſſible for it to 
ſubſiſt. An architect would diſcover very little 
wiſdem, in raiſing a building, where che * 
e 1 ave 


n 


i $ 
#7 - 
r i 
v1 
«8 
£Y 
T1 
1 
N 
a3 
+ 
[ 
| 
. 
8 
. 
ip 
| 


— = 5 2 2 9 
. of Wes EC 4 ONE bn ns; l r — 2 - 
— A < " 4 SEP VT a e — " oy — 


— Wi — — —— — 
— — ng eg Ore ee 4 — 2 
- = - vs At <> 4-4 . 11 


—— — — 2 . 5. 
p<, ay IH RIO . 24 — a A, 
- <<. > 2 4 w — 
* 


8 Pilulæ Splenetice; or. 
have no cement to keep them in orden: and the 


0 n 


Author of nature would not diſcover ſuch wiſdom 
as he has done,, did the Parts of the human body 
ly looſely one upon another, without being link- 


ed together with joints, ſine ws andi ligatures. As 


the human body appears to be a wiſe contrivance, 


. Whew it has not only a power to receive and di- 


geſt what makes for he nouriſhment. of the whole, 


but alſo an expulſive faculty, to throw. off what- 


ever endangers the conſtitution; ſo, if either civil 


or religious ſocieties wanted this power, their diſ- 
ſolution would very ſoon follow their formation. 


Therefore there muſt be a power lodged: in the 


hands of ſome, for preſerving peace and order, and 
for preventiug the bad effects of turbulent and un- 


Fuly ſpirits. Now, Very Reverend, if you: thould 
hear any one deny this, I am convinced it would 


make you laugh notwithſtanding your gravity. It 


would be. like a fellow T heard of, who pled 


ſtrongly againſt penal laws, and putting them in 
execution. When asked his reaſon: Bxauſs (lays 


be) ther I could mot! break the law with ſafety ; 


and I am reſolved to have mine own will, though I 


own the law is right. This is well expreſſed in 
Mr. Ralph Erskine's Riddle 3 Ee 


I clear my falf from no offence; 


Yet waſh mine hands in innocence. 


| + I obſerve, that no good member of a religi- 


ous fociety will venture to ſeparatæ from it, but 


upon very relevant grounds, and upon: which he 


can acquit- himſelf when his thoughts are moſt 


1 


1 
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can be mote attracting and charming to a beholder, / 


than to ſee brethren, and members of the fame ſo- 
ciety, living in harmony and good-will, always 


endeavouring 70 keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond 


of peace? Now, if any one ſhould depart from the 


communion of that Church of which he is a mem 
ber, without relevant reaſons ; he is then guilty of 
ſchiſm and divifion, a ſower of ſedition, a fire-brand, 


and a promoter of ſuch pernicious practices as tend 


to break the Church in pieces. Such an one would 


act as ridiculous a part, as a ſervant I heard of, who 
was much eareſſed and eſteemed by the family he 


was in: but this made him haughty, and impati- 


ent of correction; and, meeting with a little of 


this, he made a ſeceſſion from the family, and join- 


ed ſome deſperate fellows to ſet the houſe and fa- 


mily on fire: But he was apprehended, and ended 


his days in a halter. Now, who would not laugh 


at ſuch a mad thoughtleſs fellow as this? The 
author of the Ridales expreſſes this well : | 


| Et. oy Chameleon Jike and Salamander, 


In air and fire I live and wander. 


But now, Very Reverend, allow me to notice 
- ſome things which we may reckon will juſtify a 
ſeparation from a Church. Theſe I think may be 
comprehended under the following three heads: 
1. Corruption in doctrine; 2. Corruption in the 
fundamental laws and rules of the conſtitution; 

and 3. Corruption in practicdge. | 
. If, Corruptionin 8 Church's Doctrine wil! 
juſtify a ſeparation. + If any Church ſhould gireup . 

with that A m, enen taught by  , } 
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189 Pilulæ Splenetice; or, 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles, and ſhould not con- 
„ tend for the faith once delivered to the ſaints; but 
1 part with or corrupt thoſe fundamental trutss 
1 which are neceſſary to ſalvation, or impugn and 
deny theſe articles which ſhe once received as the 
1 articles of her faith: in this caſe, a good man is 
83 not bound to continue in communion with her. 
| But then, it is not every difference of opinion a- 
bout ſmaller things that will juſtify a departure. 


I ̃Y!bere may be a difference of opinion about ſome 
9 things, and yet an unity of love and affection. 
T8 There are ſome knotty and difficult opinions, in 


| which great Doctors differ: and there are very 
l' few men, who think and reaſon much, who have 

[18 not altered their opinions ſome time or other. 

| Since then we can differ from our ſelves, ſhould 

| we rigidly impoſe our ſentiqetits upon others, and : 

not allow them to differ from us in the leaſt ? | 

Would not every one laugb at the fooliſh gooſe, || *_ 

commanding her goſling to walk ſtraight, when | 

ſhe herſelf cannot move without waigling ? And 5 

I would not the literal ſenſe of the following Riddle 
make one Jaugh ? i 


. day with me, und yet it's n.. 


8 I am all wrong, and yet all A. 
8 2. Corruption in the Fundamental Laws of the 
1 | Conſtitution will juſtify a ſeparation. Should a 
Presbyterian Church alter the model of her go- 
vernment, and, inſtead of Presbytery, ſet up E- 
Piſcopacy; ſhould they change our manner of wor- 
ſhip for the Common prayer book ; or, inſtead of our 
beautiful ſubordination of judicatures, turn our 
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ſtian prudence, condothed by ſuch general rules 


whole Church into I adependent congregations : | 
this, I think, would be ſome good ground, of a 
ſeceſſion. And. if a particular member ſhould at- 


; tempt any of theſe, then the community ſhould 
turn him out, as @ wolf in ſbcep's clothing, Who pre- 


tends to be a Presbyterian, and yet plays a quite 
different game. He gives out to be for brotherly 


parity, and yet is never pleaſed unleſs he is made 


Domine fac totum; that is, unleſs he's allowed 0 
rule the roaſt. But would it not make one laugh 
to ſee ſuch an one get o'er the finger-ends with the 


pit 


3. I ſaid, that corruption in Practice will juſtify. 
a ſeparatien. Were 1 — of the Minister and 
members of a Church openly wicked, impious 
and profane; I ſhould be as little fond of commu- 
nion with them, as of lying in bed with a leper. 
But ſtill we may keep up communion with a Church 
where all its members are not ſaints. The Church 


is a field, where the good grain and tares grow 
together. Our Saviour kept up communion with 
the Jeiſb Church, when ſome of her members 


were very corrupt; and likewiſe, communicate 
with Judas, though he was the traytor. But what 
I mean here, by corruption of practice, is the im- 
Poſing of rites and ceremonies, and binding theſe 
upon the conſciences of men, though they are not 
commanded by our Saviour, nor deducible from his 


* 


practice, nor that of his Apoſtles. In this caſe, we 
muſt fand faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt has 


made us free. But then there are other things not 
determined in the word of God as to their cir- 
cumftances, and are left to right reaſon and Chri- 
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as theſe : 1 Cor. x. 31. Do all to the glory of God ; 
1 Cor. xiv. 26. Let all things be done to edifying ; 
Ver. 32. Let all things be done decently and in order; 


Rom. xii. 5. Let every man be perſwaded in his own 


mind. I need not inſtance many of theſe things 
which are left as to their circumſtances to be de- 
termined according to the general rules of the 
word: only I wou}d obſerve, that Church-autho- 
rity properly takes place in theſe things, which, 
being revealed as to their ſubſtance, are left to be 
determined as to their circumſtances by the ge- 
neral rules of the word. Obedience is required, 
to things revealed both as to ſubſtance and circum- 
ſtances, in the name of the Lord; the divine au- 
thority ſtakes them down to it: But, in determi- 


nations about the circumſtances of things revealed, 


the Church may demand a compliance, by virtue 
of that authority ſhe has from Chriſt to determine 


in ſuch caſes. Flying againſt and oppoſing Church- 
authority, when it acts only in this ſhape, diſco- 


vers more of ſelf-· conceit and ignorance, than piety 
or ſolid reaſon; and looks very like a fondneſs of 


riding on a certain beaſt ſome people have a great 
conceit of: and yet that ſame beaſt is not ſo wiſe 


as Balaam!'s aſs; for ſhe rebuked the madneſs of the 
Prophet. It would make one laugh, however, to 


| Tee this beaſt kick and throw off its rider. Sure 
he's an expert horſeman who never gets a coup. 


II. But now, Very Reverend, I ſhall enter upon 
the ſecond thing T propoſed, which was, To notice 


what fund we have for laughing in our preſent ſitua- 


tion. Here indeed we have a large field; but I 
ſhall confine my ſelf to what you have faid in your 
a "| 1 
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preamble to your Reaſons, would make any one 


ſmile at leaſt. After you have told us what the _ 


Synod of Perth and Stirling has done in your fa- 
vours, you ſay, © You make no doubt but your 

&. conduct will. he cenſured by many whom you 
« reckoned friends, as well as thoſe who appear- 
« ed keenly againſt you.” I affure you, worſe" 
guefſers than you bave-got a drink You have ſpoke 
as true as if you had ſpoke by the ſpirit of prophe- 
cy. Since that rime, I never heard one commend, 
though all condemned your conduct. Some ſay, 
you are like wandring ſheep, who have taken the 


ſturdy; or like ſtubborn pertiſh boys, whole proud 
heart won't allow them to come in when the door 
is opened, becauſe it was once ſhut upon them. 


Others fay, that a little paternal correction is beſt 


for ſuch tempers; and that the beſt way to cure 
reſentment in boys, is to keep them our till they 
| humbly ſeek to be in. i 057 9 


2 


However, you think you, have enough to ſay | 


for ſatisfying your friends, and for removing the 


exceptions of thoſe who are ignorant or eaſily im- 
poſed on. , Bur, before you come to advance your | 


_ reaſons for continuing in your ſeceſſion, you enquire 


into the conduct of the Aſſembly 1734; and, in 
a very accurate manner, you tell us, That Af 
4 ſembly was made up of a body of Reverend and 
« Honourable members, many of them of a con- 
« fiderable ſtanding in the Miniſtry, and many of 
« whom you ſay you regard as faithful labourers 
“sin the Lord's vineyard. What they did, in put- 
ting a ſtop to the violent proceedings of former 


« Aſſemblies and their Commiſſions, was joy to 


yon 


you and many through the land. You do not 
4 impute it to the intentions and inclinations of 
4 many of the worthy members of that Aſſembly, 


Wife of Beth better manners. 
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that the difficulties which lay in your way were 


4 not removed; but to the oppotirion of ſome, 
who had an active hand in carrying on, or in 


« cencurring with the former courſe of defeCtion.” 


Sure theſe Gentlemen are obliged to you, for your 
kindneſs in commending them ſo much: but your 


flattery at firſt puts in mind of what your brother 
Mr. Ralph ſays in one of his Sermons, when 


| peaking of ſome who.look like Goſpel-preachers. 


ſays, They are like a cow; who lets down her milk 


 plentifully till near the. binder end, and then with a 


ketch of her foot overturus the cog and the good milk. 
. Hitherto you have given the Aſſembly. 1734 
good milk but let us ſee what a ketch. you give, 
and ſpills the whole. . After all your praifes, you 
tell us: © Ir is with grief you obſerve the connexi= 
“ on that is betwixt the acts of that Aſſembly and 


“ fome acts and procgedings of the Aſſembly 1733 
& and their Commi - 2 


n, upon which your ſeceſ- 
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« ſion was principally laid, and which appear to 
4 you deſtructive of the rights and privileges of 


“ this Church, and to reflect diſhonour upon her 
« glorious Head.” What becomes of your com- 


iments now ? You make the Aſſembly 1734 no 
er than a pyot horſe, having as many black 


1733 are linked together in a conſederacy, and in 


pots as white. Nay more than this, 1734 and 


their acts they join iſſue. Some ſay, it would be 
a good ſport, and make one laugh, to ſee theſe two 


 fay,' Shake bands, Neighbours, and let us teach the 


— 
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But then, Very Reverend, you tell us, © It is evi- 
6e dent, that Mr. Erstꝶine was cenſured, firſt by the 
« Synod, and then by the General Aſſembly 1733, 


« for impugning ſome acts of Aſſembly and pro- 
4 ceedings of Church- judicatures. Here I muſt 


very much queſtion your evidence, ſince the tenor 
of the act e refer to ſays otherwiſe. There it is 
expreſly ſaid, That the Synod of Perth and Stirling 
found ground to cenſure Mr. Erskine, and appointed 
him to be rebuked, on account of ſeveral expreſſions ut= 
tered by him in a eg before the ſail Sy= 
nod in October laſt, tenil 5 
this Church, and impugning ſcweral ass of Aſſemb 
and proceedings of Church+judicatures, By this it 
appears, how artfully you 1lur over the affair, ard 
would make people belie 


ſembly and proceedings of Judicatures, in a mo- 
deft and reſpeafuBmanner, and'on a proper occa- 
ion; Had he offered convincing arguments a- 


gainſt the act of Aſſembly in a reipectful manner, 
as he ſhould have done, he had atted like a meſ- 


ſenger of the Goſpel of peace. But, fo far from 


this, that he condemned it publickly by his own - 


authority in the moſt bitter and virulent manner, 
repreſenting the framers of that act as the worſt 
of men. Had what he ſaid been true, as it was 
falſe; ſhould he have railed | 
State, and given odious and black impreſſions of 


both, within leſs than half a year after the framing = 


of the act, and that before any attempt was made 
to have it corrected? This ſcarce has a pattern 
or precedent. Should Mr. Ersbine have expreſſed 


ing to diſquiet the peace 1 
by 


1 ve, that Mr. Ers line was 
_ cenſured merely for teſtifying againſt acts of A- 


againſt Church and 


i. * . LI 
rnodical Ser- 
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i | mon ? where he ſays, © It is matter of lamentati- 
18 6“ 'on, to ſee ſome of the judicatures of this Church, 
. |  _ © whoſeprovinceit is to contend forthe ſovereign- 
15 A ty of Chriſt and the rights of his ſubjects, fal- 
0 4 ling in with Patrons and Heritors of the nation, 
la in oppoſition to the known rights of the Chri- 
1 “ ſtian people, to elect and chuſe their own Pa- 
4 ſtors. Spoke he truth here? But he goes on 


with calumny without proof, and ſays, How 
4 are the rights of the Lord's people invaded and 
4 trode upon by violent ſettlements, up and down 
< che land!” Fe tells us, A cry is gone up 
< tro heaven againſt the builders, by the ſpouſe 
< of Chriſt, like that in Cant. v. 7. This cry 

4 (he fays) came in before the Aſſembly for re- 
lief; and, inftead of giving it, an act is paſt, 
giving the. power of election to Heritors and 
„ Elders; whereby a new wound is given to 
Chriſt and the privileges of Hs ſubjects. Then 

he tells us, Were Chriſt ſtanding where he was 
4 in his ſtead, he would ſay to the framers of that 

& act, In as much as ye have done it to oxe of the 
” 7 4 theſe, ye have done it uuto m. 

_ . Theſe words ate ſo plain and expreſs, that they 
need no comment to ſhew his deſign. The dul- 

leſt of his hearers when he preached this, or of his 

readers when he publiſhed it, could not but under- 

Wo ſtand the venom and ill- nature which run through 
Fu «theſe expreſſions, and many others in his Sermon. 
k Is it poſſible he could contrive words fitter to tar- 
niſh and blacken the character and reputation of 

his brethren? Or could he chuſe fitter expreſſions 

to inflame unthinking people, and inſpire them 

with hatred and rage againſt che bulk of _ Mi 


tt g : 


A Laugh from æ true. blue, &c. i; 
_ hiſtry ? Could he have delivered himſelf after 


uch, ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chrift, but their own 

4 belly; and by good — 1 b 

the hearts Ml the ſample. Tit. iii. 2. we ate told; 
ould ſpeak evil F no man, be no brawts 


Miniſters 
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« men upon congregations, without their conſent, 
and contrary to the free choice their great King 
« has allowed them. I fear (ſays he) there ſhall 
be ſad reckoning ere all be done, for the vio- 

_ «''lent rapes committed upon the ſpouſe of Chrift. 
'« Chriſt myſtical is wounded in the houſe of his 
< profeſſed friends; and it will be a wonder if 
there be not wounds for wounds ere the ſcene be 
4 ended.” Here he ſets the trumpet to his mouth, 
like a meflenger of war, and loudly ſounds the a- 
larm, To ſtand to it, and fight like men, ſince they 
are ruined and ſpoiled, and all is going to wreck, 
the Church is in the utmoſt danger, and the crown 
pulled from our Saviour's head. Theſe words of || 
fire and fury he ſpoke very ſoon after paſſing of 
the act 1732, though he was heard fully at the 
3 and all he had to ſay againſt that ach 
anſwered, without his being able to reply. What 
ſpirit could move Mr. Erskine to ſpue out ſuch a 
ſtream of venemous, malicious and reproachful 
words, againſt his Mother and his Mother's ſons ? 
Did he deſign to make himſelf remarkable for 
: ſomething, though, it ſhould be for miſchief? I 
believe he. never had an equal, in making ſuch a 
groundleſs clamour of the ruin of the Church, if 
it was not Dr. Sacheverel. I ſhall give you his 
character, from biſhop Burner, vol. 2. p. 537: 
Pr. Sacheverel was a bold, inſolent man, with 
a very ſmall meaſure of religion, vertue, learn- 
ing or good ſenſe. But he reſolved to force 
« himſelf into popularity and preferment by the 
« moſt petulant railing at Diſſenters and Low- 
Churchmen, in ſeveral ſermons and libels, wrote 
without chaſtneſs ot ſtile or liyelineſs of expreſ- 
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4 ſion. All was one unpractiſed ſtrain of inde- 


decent and ſcurrilous language. When he had 
«purſued this method, he was at laſt brought up 
« by a popular election to Southwark; where he 
6 to make great reflexions on the miniſtry, 


©& repreſenting the Church was in danger, being 


“ neglected by thoſe who governed, while they 
« favoured her moſt inveterate enemies. At the 


4 Aſſizes in Derby, — he preached before the 


4“ judges,) and on the 5th of November, preachin 

«ih St. Pars in 2 he gave a full vent - | 
4 his fury, in the moſt virulent declamation he 
4 could contrive.” This ſhews, that a man of 
little religion or learning may force himſelf into 
popularity and preferment. He may raiſe his po- 
pularity, by finding fault with all chat is done in 
Church and State; he may carry his point ſo far, 


as to be tranſported from one place to another ot 
note; and his ambition may carry him on to preach 


two ſermons full of fury and virulent reflexions, 


and a great many copies of theſe may go off to 
inflame the nation, 8 of the Doctors went 
off:) Now, would | 

people ſo eafily catch'd by lies boldly given our, 


it not make one laugh to ſee 


without Scripture or reaſon ? The Doctors temper , 
and your's 18 well repreſented in the following 


Like bee and waſp I manage TS > 
Suck il from good, and good from ill. = | 


err 


of your reaſons of ſeceſſion. You advance 
Es | C 2 8 four 


BY T now, Very Reverend, 1 ſhall take a view | 


20 Pilulæ Splenetice; or, 
ps them, all exceeding weighty and ftrong at 
irſt view ; but when you come to explain them, 
they look like monſters, ſo diſproportioned is the 
tail to the head of them. Bur however, before | 
dome to examine the proportion betwixt their 
head and their tail, allow me to put you in mind of 
- Wha Mr, Terguſſon Miniſter of Kilwining ſays about 
obedience to Church- judicatures. He was a great 
and good man, and ods his part of the heat and 
burden of the day, in oppoſing the errors of his 
time. Pag. 37. of his Sermon againſt Toleration 
he ſays, Thus much for 7 againſt the 
* Popiſh tyranny, But, left rhis doctrine be a- 
# buſed to caſt at all publick judicatures, we will 
next ſpeak ſome what to guard againſt Sectarian 
de gonfuſions. 1. Alrhough publick Church-judi- 
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4  catures have not power to bind conſciences; yer, 

4 when men are in a doubt concerning a point ol 

1 truth, ee ere ought to have more weight 
han the judgment of private men; and that not 
F only becauſe there are more gifts exerciſed to- 


gether, but mainly becauſe there is a promiſe 
annexed to the commiſſion given by Chriſt to 
publick Churgh-judicatures : Matth. xvii. 20. 
Where 'two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midſt of them. And 2. 
From this it follows, that there ſhould be a kind 
of loathneſs to differ from Church-judicatures, 
A man's grounds would be well examined, leſt, 
if differing from theſe judicatures, he alſo differ 
from the truth. And 3. When they differ, they 
** are to bear them at reverence : although in ſuch 
ea point they ſhould err; yet, for their authority, 
< they are to be reverenced Does your pra- 
= $4 ice 
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* ice diſcover yon to be of Mr. Firguſſor's judgo . - 
ment ? Sure — he was as ſound a art ar. 4 
and as goed a man as the beſt of you, who thus 


ſeparate for you know not what. 


The fir reaſon you advance is, That We 


vailing party at that time in the judicatures of the 
Church, did break down the ſences and guards which 


former Aſſemblies bad wiſely ſe-up, againſt innoua= + 
tions of the dotirine, worſhip, diſcipline and govern- 


ment this Charch. :- 4.2] 


 _ - Thisistruly a heavy and bold charge, and pleads 
ſtrongly in your favours, if it is true. But how do 
you make it out? Why (ſay you) the act 1730, 


4 diſcharging the recording of reaſons. of diſſent in in- 


4 ferior judicatures, and the act of Aſſembly 1732, 
e for planting vacant Churches, were paſſed con- 
« trary to ſtanding rules for paſſing acts that con- 


4 dern the Church; which require, That they firff 


* be tranſmitted to Presbyteries, and their opinion 


« and conſent reported to the next Aſſembly, which 
« may paſs them into acts. But pray, Gentlemen, gs 


how do theſe acts thus paſt break down the fen- 


ces you ſpeak of? I always thought the beſt fen- 
ces of doctrine were the Scriptures, and the ſum- 
mary of them contained in our excellent Confei 
on. I thought the Book of Diſcipline and our ſub- 


ordination of judicatures had been the beſt fences 
for worſhip, diſcipline and: government. Would 


not all our fences for doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline 
and government, ſtood firm, though theſe acts had 


never been reſcinded ? But, after all, you tell 


the world a falſhood : For the overture of the a& 
1732 was ſent to Presbyteries. Some ſent in their 
conſent ; ſome propoſed amendinents z and 


ſent 


Fi, 


c the Church after the 


you up for fences? If former Aſſemblies ſet you 


the table a whole year longer; and warning was 


given to thoſe who ſent in no opinion, that their 


ſilence would be conſtructed a conſent, if _— 
7 


ſent in no opinion to the next Aſſembly. An 


after all, they made ſuch amendments as they 


thought clearly took in a majority of the Presby- 
teries. However you tell us, ( You do not in- 


“ fiſt on this, ſince the Aſſembly 1734 has re- 
4 ſcinded theſe acts. Beſides, you tell us, « Your 


ce ſeceſſion was not founded upon the paſſing of 
« the acts 1730 and 1732, ſince you continued in 
1 were ingroſſed among the 
« ſtanding and binding rules thereof.” What was 
your ſeceſſion founded on then? «© Why (fay 
« you) it was founded upon the denouncing of 


( the cenſures of the Church againſt us for our te- 


« ftifying.” Why then did you at all mention 
the paſſing of the acts 1730 and 1732 48 4 reaſon, 


and then you tell it is not a reaſon 


* Are you here, and get elſewhere ; a 


And yet you're neither here nor there? 


But, granting that the denouncing of the cenſures 
of the Church is the firſt ground of your ſeceſſion, 


then your argument ſtands thus: [The prevail- 
4 ing party of that time broke down the fences 


4 which former Aſſemblies had wiſely ſet up, for 
4 doctrine, Ec. that is, they cenſured us four, and 


K fo:broke down the fences wiſely ſet up for do- 
4 Erine, worſhip, diſcipline and government.” In- 
deed,” Gentlemen, you are not blate. But who ſet 
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T for this: purpoſe, it was not wiſely done: for 
s e courſe of nature you e ſtand long to 
= be fences; and when you fall down, what will 
the little foxes not do? This is the firſt of: the 
1 four reaſons you advance; that is, one to every 
one of you: but why might you not have fixed 
— on eight? and then you would have had two to 
— each of you; and a twofold cord would not have 
— been ſo eafily broken as a ſingle one. 
r | Blut after all, Gentlemen, I ſcarce believe you 
f are convinced in your own minds, that your firſt 
n reaſon, viz. the Church's cenſuring of you, will ju- 
3 ſtify 2 ſeparation. I hope you'll not deny, 
s hat the judicatures of the Church are of Chrift's 
5 || appointment, and hence have authority from him 
f do call before them the irregular and unruly, and 
may inflict upon them ſuch cenſures as they think 
n their crime deſerves. Denying this would make 
„ one laugh. But e you'll ſay, © the Church 
2 4 cenſured you for what you reckoned truth, and 
« the cauſe of Chriſt.” I wiſh you may be perſwa- 
ded in your own minds that you have truth on your. | 
| ſide, and that you have come to this perſwaſion by 0 
a fair and impartial trial. Granting it is fo, though '1.. 
L many doubt it very much, will you not allow the  _ 
„ || Aſſembly to think they have truth on their ſide | 
- too? Is it not as likely that you may be under the £2 
s || influence of an erring conſcience as they? and is | 
r || notevery man ready to be partial in his own cauſe? 


d Will nor this bring off every offender as well as you,, 
= if faying they are in the right be a juſt reaſon for 
— exeeming tizem from cenſures? Are you the firſt 
et Who have been. cenſured by judicatures, who had [i 
u | =: good opinion of themſelves ? Is it not plain 1 
p 1 2 : = _- oglhiers 
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| others have been cenſuted for the ſame 
you are guilty of? See acts of ry carry 1705 | 
and 1708. Should not every member of a regu- 
lar body look upon himſelf as accountable for his 
— and ſubmit to the cenſure of his ſupe- 
riors, when he might be convinced he is in the 
wrong, if he were not wilful? Why would not 
Mr. Erskine take a rebuke from the A * when 
he deſerved it? He puts me in mind of an un- 
toward boy, whom his maſter could do no good 
upon. His maſter frequently ordered him to o- 
pen his mouth and Go. A. But A he would not 
y, but rather choſe to be whipt. His comerades 
asked him why he was ſo obſtinate, telling him 
it was not fo hard to ſay A. — (ay s he) it is 
not ſo hard to ſay A neither Ju if N ould ſey A, 
#he maſter would make me ſay B too; and I am re- 
ſolved never to ſay that. Would not this boy's if 
temper make one laugh £ —- 

_: Your ſecond ground of ſeceflion is, That the pre | 
vailing party at that time ſcrewed up Church-autho= 
rity to an exorbitant height, by exerciſing a legiſlative 
power over the houſe of God, in oppoſition to the laws 

and ordinances of the great Lord and Maſter of the 
bouſe ; and, in conſequence thereof, uſurped a lordly 
and magifterial ial dominion over the flock ani herifage 
of Go 
Y 'This 1s a moſt grievous and heavy charge; and, | 
were it but half made good, it might well wars 
rant all you have done. But I have always ob- 
ſerved, that thoſe who have leaft of ſolid argu- 
ment and reaſon on their fide, have always the 
boldeft and bi iggett affirmations. But whether the 


words > which phar unjuſtly Wu: to * 


ow 
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be juſtly applied to you, I refer to your own eon 


ſciences, 25 xi. 3. Should thy lies make men hold 
their peace; and when thou mockeſt, ſpall no man 
mae t hee aſhamed? © © © 


Leet us fee however what you advance. The 


firſt inſtance you adduce, for making good your 


charge, is the act 1732. This (you-ſay) lod» 


« ging the decifive power of electing Miniſters in 


4 the hands of Heritors and Elders, being Prote+ 
4 ſtants, is evidently contrary to the word of God, 


to the example of the Apoftles recorded in the 


« New Teftament, and to the practice of this Church - 


“ ever ſince the Reformation. Pray what ſpe- 


Cacles had you on when you ſaw all. this? If 
the matter is ſo evidently againſt the word of God, 
1s it not eaſy for you to throw up ſonie texts of 
| Scripture which plainly make againſt the act 1732? 


This will convince the world more than a thou- 
{and of your aſſertions. Do you think your cre- 


dit ſo great, that your bare aſſertion will paſs as 
current with men of ſenſe as a Scripture-text ⁊ 


How is that act contrary to the Apoſtles practice? 


They became all things to all men, that they might 
gain ſome. And I believe the Aſſembly gave He- 


ritors not of our communion, being Proteſtants, a 
right of election, becauſe they Have a great inte- 


reſt in pariſhes, and becauſe they thought it was 


more probable that they might be gained over to 
our communion by one ſettled with their appro- 


bation, than by ane ſettled againſt it. And, afrer 


all, are not the Gentlemen of our communion, and 


tte Elders, a ſuſſicient ballance to them? Since 
they can chuſe none but one of our communion, 
and the people n to diſſent from cheir 


choice 


26 Pilulæ Splenetice ; or. 
choice upon reaſonable grounds, would it not make 
one laugh to ſee your unreaſonable clamour ? Do 
you verily believe your ſcheme was practiſed by 
the Apoſtles? Has not a late learned author ſhe wn, 
that there is no example in Scripture of che peo- 
ples electing, and that the Apoſtles elected and 
ordained every where? Was not this the very 
mind of all found Presbyterians about the time of 
the Meſiminſter Aſſembly ? See what Baffuick 
| ws in his book againit the Independents, print- 
ed anno 1646 : © Neither did I ever yer read in 
_ < the ſacred Scriprures, that the people or con- 
_ <. gregation had any hand ar all in chuſing of Mi- 
4 niſters and Presbyters; neither were they fit tor 
that employment.“ Thus ſays he p. 152. and 
calls himſelf General of the Presbyterians againſt 
the Independents. Your ſcheme would certainly 
have forced a laugh from this Presbyterian. Gi- 
ving them the right of election would have made 
dhe author look upon the following Riddle as no 


3 In ſchool'd, though never at a ſchool, 
I Pw wiſe, and yet à natural fool. FN 
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But, beſides this, you tell us the act 1732 was 
22 to the practice of the Church ever ſince 
the Reformation. Have you the face to ſay that 

your ſcheme is agreeable to che practice of the 
Church ever ſince. the Reformation? Does the 

Firſt. book of Diſcipline: favour your ſcheme, and 
hour railing againft the preſenc management? No, 
"it it does not. Chap. 4. par. 2. it is Kid, It ap- 
=  * perraineth to the people, and to every ſeveral 
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congregation, to elect their Miniſter,” They 
gave this right, perhaps, for very good reaſons at 
that time. But if they neglected to chuſe one 


within forty days, they allowed the Church of 


the Superintendent, with his Council, to preſent 
a man to them whom ee apt to feed the 
flock of Chriſt Jeſus. A 

If his doctrine be found wholſome, and able to 
inſtruct the ſimple : and if the Church can juſt- 
ly reprehend nothing in his life, doctrine or ut» 
6e terance; they judge the Church, which before 


was deſolate, unreaſonable, if they refuſe him 


© whom the Church did offer; and that they 


| © ſhould be compelled, by the cenſure of the | 


6c Council and Church, to receive the perſon ap- 
pointed and approved by the judgment of the 


„ godly and learned. Now, would it not make 


one /augh, to ſee you pretend that the Fir book 


of Diſcipline eſtabliſhes your opinion of the peoples 


divine right of election? Had you been living in 
thoſe days, and of the ſame ſpirit you are now; . 


would you not have told rhe Council and Church, 


that they committed rapes upon the ſpouſe of Chriſt, 
and that Chriſt myſtical was wounded in the houſe - 
of his friends? Do you think the Church had 


= any notion of the peoples divine right, when they 


could take it from them, if it was not exerciſed 
within forty days? Had their right been divine, 
they could not have taken it from them ar all; 


ſince ſuch a right can never be alienate, -. One may 
as well pretend to believe for me, and repent for 


me, as to chuſe a Paſtor for me, if I have a divine 
right to do it my ſelf. But, beſides all this, the 


then, par. 4 they ſay, 


28 Pilule Splenetice ; or, 
act: it was never ratified by the Aſſembly of the 
Kirk; and ſome who were at the framing of it, 
In a few years afterwards, as to the point of ele- 
tion, were of another mine. 
The Second book of . Diſcipline puts the power of 

election in the hands of the Presbytery, which is 
there called the Elderſpbip. Sect. 4. chap. 3. © E- 

E lection is, the chuting out of a perſon or per- 

1 « {ons maiſt able, to the office that vaiks, be the 

| 4 judgment of the Elderſhip and conſent of the 


o 


| „ congregation.” Now, does this look as if ey | 
thought the people had a divine right to elect : 

Does it not rather-intimare, that they thought 
they might place election in different hands, ac- 
cording to different circumſtances which · might 

Eaſt up? The Presbytery indeed was to endea- 
vour to get the peoples conſent; but they were 
not to regard an unreaſonable diſſent, when their 
1 diſapprobation was not ſupported with any thing 
2 qgaifiſt the doctrine, life or uttorance of the perſon 
| choſen. Nay, if they could object nothing as to 
any of theſe, they were to force them to accept 
of him with Church-cenſures. But though they 
9 made the election of Minifters ſtand thus at that 
6 time, yet they were not for tying themſelves down 

"8 | to this in all time coming: ſee ehap. 7. ſe. 6,7, 

1 8. „The final end of all Aſſemblies is, Firſt, To 

1 * keep the religion and dectrine in purity, with- 
3B ce out error and corruption. Next, To keep come- 
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« lineſs and good order in the Kirk. Forthis or- 
ders ſake, they may make certain rules and con- 
« ftitutions appertaining to the good behaviour of 


| 
Þ | . 3 1 7 ' PT K A 
1 « all the members of che Kirk in their vocation. 
.36 * « TW, 31+ pr v4 8. In 0 Reer 8 
q | Fo They have poiver alſo to abrogate and aboliſh. 
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«© all ſtatutes and ordinarices, concerning Eecle- 


4s ſiaſtical matters, that are found noiſome and un- 


4 profitable, and agree not with the times, or fe 
4 abuſit by the people.” Can any one who reads 
this abſtain from laughing; when — tell us the 
act 1732 is contrary to the Book of Diſcipline, when 
that very book gives Aſſemblies a power to abre= 


gate what agrees not with the times, or is abuſed © 


by the people? What mote likely to be abuſed 


by them, than making their conſent a negative up- 


on the Presbytery; the Heritors and Elders? Did 
not the Aſſembly act agreeably to this book, when 


they limited their conſent, and made their object- 
ing againſt his doct rine, life and utterance, neceſſa- 
ry for making their diſſent relevant? Are you not 


aſhamed to charge the Aſſembly with making laws 


contrary to the laws of the great Lord of che houſe, 


when no ſuch laws are to be found? This would 
make one laugb as heartily, as a Gentleman was 


lauglid at, who, if the ſtory is true, was plead- 
ing againſt the making of ſome acts by the King 
and Parliament, becauſe (he ſaid) the Magna chur- 
ta required the peoples conſent to the making of 


theſe acts. But one who knew the conrents of 
Magna charta told him, he might as well ſay Ma. 


gna farta required their conſent, and that ſignified 


no more than a Fart. 


Well, Very Reverend, you ktiow the Presbyte- 


ries did not keep the 8 of election ſtill in their 
own hands; for in the 
the hands ob the Kirke ſeſſion, exclufive of all o- 


wickedneſs or weakneſs, and pity it at the 


* 


r. 
U 


& year 1649, this was put in 
thers. Would not this make one laugb at Jour 5 
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make one laug b to ſee him take theſe for the wiſe 
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thods may be. uſed by thoſe who own the peoples 


divine right originally; ſee his. contradictions, p. 
54. But is it not a ſolute nonſenſe, to ſay the 
people have a divine right, and that this can be 


juſtly taken from them by any body of men on 


earth, if they only make them a civil compliment, 


and tell them it was once theirs? Thus it hap- 


3, that expert diſcoverers of contradictions run 
themſelves into them. Now, Gentlemen, When 


vou cry out, The ad 1732 is contrary to the pra- 


dice of the Church, and yet the Church hitherto, 
ſince the Reformation, has not practiſed your me- 
thod; may not people laugb as much at you; as 
they would do to ſee him who is crying, 25 the 
mw eatch'd' with the ſtoln goods in his cuſtody ? 
ell, but did our Church always ſtick by the 
act 1649? By no means: for, from the year 
1690 to the 1712, they quietly ſubmitted to the 
act of Parliament; which upon the matter was the 


ſame with the act 1732; for it lodged the power 
of eleCting in the hands of Heritors and Elders, 


being Proteſtants, with the approbation of the 


congregation, Did it ever enter into any man's 


pericranium, ta load the act 1690 as Mr. Erkine 
and ſome others have done poor 1732 ?. What 


could make him ſo bloody upon an act, which 


was ſo very like that one upon. which he himſelf 
was ſettled ? Thus far T have deduced the pra- 
Qtice of our Church, which hag never been like 


the ſcheme Mr. Erskine and his party go upon. 1 
fancy he has not derived his ſcheme from the Scri- 


E Books of Diſcipline or our publick records, 
ut from the wif men of Gottam but it would 


oo 


But chen, a ſecond inſtance yeu n , of 
a hordly and magiſterial power exeroiſed over the he- 


Laugh from a true-blue, &c. 3t 


you pretend to ſupport your new opinion with. 
thele things which make __ you, you may nor 
apply honeſt Mt. Ralph's Riddle to your ſelves : 
| I'm nimpaſe pref any. 
 *- That ban do all, yet nothing can. 


I need not nowtake notice of your blaming the 


Aſſembly 1734, for their not reſcinding the act 1732 
becauſe of its inconſiſtency with the word of God. 
I am afraid you are not convinced in your own 
minds, upon good grounds, that it was ſo; andT 


am ſure, if that Aiſembly had thought ſo, wy 5 


would have condemned it upon that ſcore. 

believe the bulk, if not all of them, were men 
of conſcience, as well as you; and your giving a 
hint of the contrary, is a very backward way of 
repaying their kindneſs to you. However, you 


bring me in mind of a ſtory of an honeft man, 
whole dog fell into a deep well. He went down 


to pull him out of the water; and when he was 


endeavouring to pull him out, che cur ſnapt him 


by the fingers. Well! (ſays the honeſt man) ſince 
Jo re ſo uUnt hankfut, you ſhall periſh for me. | 
) mention, of 


ritage of God, is, The violent ſettlements made 
ein diſſenting and reclaiming congregations by 
« ſome late Affemblies and their Commiſſions.” 
It were indeed to be wiſhed there were fewer diſ- 
fenting congregations, and that we were entirely 


tree of the Patronage act. Bur could theſe ſettle- 


nents you call'violent be eaſily helped? Did not 
ane . . N ä Our 
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our kg make the beſt they could of a had 


| Ne Was 1 ir in-their power to reverſe acts of 
arliament? 


or could they decently fly 1 in the 
face of the law ? Or did they ever ſettle Pre- 
ſentee whom they found 3 for the c charge, 
or who had * made againſt him as to his 


life or doctrine? Do the Books 0 of Diſcipline call 
Miniſters Intruders, who are foun 


duly qualified 
and unexceptionable, though the congregation 
ſhould diflent ? You: know it does not. Why. 
then have we all this clamour, and blackning 
Judicatures ? Did not our forefathers grone long-. 
er under the yoke of Patronage, than they Were 


Gul it of it? and yet they continued in unity of af- 
ect 


ion and communion, till it pleaſed God to de- 
2 them from the yoke. While they were un- 
er it, they made the beſt of their circumſtances: 
And you know. our Aſſemblies have been thank- 


ful to their King, for accepting of a leet of fix, 


and god then of three, that they who had the moſt in- 
might be preſented. They, it ſeems, thought 

1 50 no 5 1 power to ſeek a preſentation to a well 
2 litied perſon, and then ſettle him upon a pre- 
ntation. Now, if you have no, better ground of 


| ſeceſſion than this, you may ty up your ſtuff or 


kindle your pipe with it; 5 1 en you may fay 
with _— Kapp 7 


8 an how great men Twas great and bibs 
tt nope ſo low a WiC as L 


be third inſtance yon g give of dh and a 
 feerial peer exerciſei over the heritage of God, is, 
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A Laugh from a true. blue, — . 


4 niſters of the Presbytery of Dunfermling to diſ 
“ penſe ſealing ordinances to any in the pariſh of 


4 Kinroſs, without the permiſſion and conſent of 


the Incumbent.” Is this an inſtance of a lordly 
' power and tyrannizing over the flock of Cod? 1s 
it a new thing, for the cenſures of the Church to 


is againſt thoſe. who encroach upon their neigh- 
ar Miniſter's charge? Did nar the Aſſembly 
1647 make an act againſt ſuch as withdrew them= 


ſelves from the publick worſhip of their own con- 


gregations ? And is it not the province of ſuperior 
judicatures, to correct and cenſure the irregularities 


and diſorders of inferior ones? If it were not fo, 


what ſhould we land in, bur everlaſting confuſion 
and diſorder ? And, inſtead of being Presbyteri- 
ans, would not every one turn Independent in his 
own way? Every man, guilty of diſorders, will 
pretend” he has reaſon for what he does, and put 


the beſt face on his own actions: But ſingle per- 


ſons muſt nor be their own judges, bur ſubmir to 
the ſentence of thoſe who are their lawful ſuperi- 


_ ors, where they require no ſinful compliance. 
What ſays the Second book 1 which you 
hap. 


pretend to admire ? See chap. 7. ſed. 9. They 
“ have power to execute Eccleſiaſtical diſcipline 
and puniſhment upon all tranſgreſſors, and proud 


„ contemners of the good order and policy of the 
“ Kirk; and ſae the haill diſcipline is in their 


« hands.” Now, Gentlemen, would it not make 
one laugh to ſee you found your ſeceſſion upon the 


doing of that which the rules of the Church al- 
lows them to do ? You may with better reaſon 


ſecede from your pariſhes, if they won't allow you, 


to go, when you pleaſe, and water other une ä 
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and draw their flipend at the ſame time; The 
Books of Diſcipline reckon. it no intruſſon, When 4 
ſuperior judicature, in the fear of God, provides 4 
vacancy with an unexceptionable man, for promos 
ting the ſalvation of fouls : and far leſs can it be 
called intrufion, when a perſon is ſettled upon a 
call, and no other perſon upon the field, and is 
nunexceptionable at the ſame time. Now, when 
you make ſuch a mournful complaint without 
ground, may you not apply the following Ridals 
% „ 3th io, 
IJ always joy, yet mourn in ſeaſon ; 
 T weep, and yet I have not reaſon. 
EEC Tx A 


UT row; Very Reverend, I come to the bi 


ſures did thar-party purſue, which tended to cor- | 


on; but theſe who were ſettled folemily ſubſcri- 
bed the Confeſſion of Faith; 1 hope this did not 
rend to corrupt it. But perhaps-you- think the 
meaſures they took againſt your ſelf had this ten- 


dency. 


foundation of ſound d. ent 
as the teſt by which this muſt ſtand or fall? Or 


vou teſtitf 


5M Laugh from @ true. blue. &c. 35 
dency. Do you look upon your ſelves as the 
of found 8 your ſentiments 


do you think none can be ſound in che faith, but 
ſuch as have derived their knowledge in Divinity 


from you? This would make one laugh at your 


modeſty. Firſt, you tell us, “ of the abounding 


« infideliry and the daring impiety of the profane 
“ Wits of the age, who make no ſcruple'to run 
c down the facred. myſte 


ies of Chriſtianity.” 
all this with the mea= 


Well, what connexio 


ſures of the party you 4 againſt? Muſt it 


not be a new kind of Logick, that can make our 
your cone luſion from the principles you lay down? 


Are theſe profane Wits you ſpeak of, members of 
our Church? or are they commended by her? 


Will * you ſpeak of be diſobliged, though 


rongeſt terms you pleaſe? Will they not think 
your "zeal better ſpent this way, than in the way 
you doit? 'They may perhaps /augh, if you cons 
ture them as I heard one confute the infallibiliry 
of the Pope: The Papifts (ſays he) ſay that the 


Pope is infallible ; but I deny it They are confuted 


there. It your demonſtration againſt them be no 
ſtronger than this, it will be no better than a blaſſt 


of wind. Secondly, you tell us, (Such damn- 
able errors have been taught in our Church, as 


againſt ſuch profane perſons in the 


tend to lead men into infidelity ;' and yet (you 


4 ſay) no teſtimony has been given againft them.” _ 
You inſtance Profeſſor Simſon, who (you fay) 


denied the necoffiry exiſtence and the fupreme - 


& Deity of the Son a i Hauen 8 
5 ; 729 S a 
a 1 


che reſentment the * 


y) all 
& gainſt 
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— 18 Pilulæ Splenetice ; or, 
4 gainſt this blaſphemer, was only to ſuſpend him 
“ trom teaching and preaching, till it ſhould be 
thought proper to releaſe ' him.” If this were 
never ſo true, ſtill you are out in your Logick. 
For what connexion has the the meatures the par- 
ty you complain of purſued, with Profeſſor Sim- 
ſon's doctrine? Did not Profeflor Simſon utterly 
| deny what was laid to his charge ? Did he nor 
{| —_- bring a great many witneſſes for his exculpation ? 
| Did he not give in a confeſſion of his faith, on the 
te | head of the Trinity, which was ſuſtained as or- 
* thodox, agreeable to the Scriptures and our Con- 
. feffion © Did he not tell them, that if they con- 
i 
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= demned him for theſe things, they would condemn 
Wi the innocent? Did not the Aſſembly ſuſpend him 
 - . from teaching and preaching, more upon preſum- || 
. ption than clear evidence? Was not this a teſti- 
3 mony againſt Arianiſm, when they puniſhed him 
for a preſumption of it? What teſtimony. would 
1 You have given? Would you have a poor man 
_ ſolemnly delivered over into the hands of the de- 
vil, who declares himſelf innocent ? Is nor this 
like rhe cruelty of the unjuſt ſervant, who would 
not forgive his fellow-ſervant a few pence, though 
his lord forgave him many talents? Aſter all, is 
it not very merry, to ſee you trump up a ſtale ſtory 
for your ſeceſſion, though you continued ſeveral 
years in our communion a this happened? I 
am ſure you could not miſs to laugh in your ſleeve, 
when you wrote down this as a reaſon of lea- 
ving the Church. 5 
But then, Gentlemen, you tell us, © Profeſſor 
“ Campbell at St. Andrew's his bold reflexions on 
Natural and Revealed Religion; and what Mr. 
8 „„ . Wallace, 
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A Laugh from a true. blue. &c. 37 : 


4 Pallace, Miniſter of the New Gray-Friars, ſays 
s on Poſitive Inſtitutions, have the ſame tenden- 


„ cy.“ Theſe Gentlemen, you think, are like- 
wiſe guilty of damnable errors. If they are or not, 
I ſhall not determine. They are now before the 
judicatures of the Church, and you may have free 
acceſs to libel them, agd make it good it you can: 


and if you can knock them down by dint of ar- 


gument, it will add much to your reputation. But 


de ſure to rub up your Logick before you attack 
them: for I know theſe rwo will diſpute as deſpe- 


rately as Ariſtotle himſelt, were he alive; and if 

you be not well ſeen in Barbara and Celarent, and 
Baralipton too, it will be a wonder if they run you 
not into a Bocardo; and that may raiſe ſuch a laugh 
as will be too hard for your gravit xy. 
Fourthly, you tell us, - That the method of 

„ preaching practiſed by a great many, who have 


lately entred into the Miniſtry, ſhew that the7 


6“ have ſo far diſcarded all the peculiar and ſuper- 
< natural doctrine of the Goſpel, that one would 
„ ſcarce know by their diſcourſe, if they are ſo 
« much as profeſſed Chriſtians.” If this were true, 
does it make good your general charge upon the - 
meaſures of the prevailing party? Still your Lo- 
gick is lame: for a good cow may have a bad calf 
at a time, and it may not be her fault. Now, you 
are erected into a Presbytery; let us ſee what 


kind of calves you'll bring forth. I'm ſure, if they 


take it of their mother, zhey'/} be loud in the lone, 
and they ſay that makes but a bad milk-cow. In- 
deed, Gentlemen, you give the young Miniſters a ve- 
ry ſorry character. If they have diſcarded rhe pecu- 
liar dottrines of Chriſtianity, they are A 
= ſters 
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It 38 Pilalæ Splenetice; or, | 
ſcteers of Chriſt, but mere Heathens in the mask of 
138 Chriſtianity. If you know fame to be of this ſtamp, 
"In why, do you not diſcover them, and bring them 
„9 punmiſhment? Why do you wrap up all in the 
5 ſame general and odious charge? Is this a candid 
8 you act? Should you nor ſeparate 
the good from the bad, if you can? Were I co 
take your way of proving things, I could blacken | 
the beſt and moſt honeſt ter of men living; that is, 
by bare aſſertions. Nay, by this merhod, I could | 
prove Mr. Erskine guilty of a very damnable thing; 
for ] might ſay, that he gets ſeveral foreign bills 
paid him, which come from the old blade in Rome, 
2s 2 reward for his ſawing all the diviſion and dife 
order he can, But unleſs this be true, ſaying it 
won't make it ſo: but if it were true, it would 
make one laugh at ſeeing the ſpring of motion. 
Jour zealqys pretences, and this, would explain 


Fun giiileful like an bypocrite, 
I allen gui an ral. 
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But now, Very Reverend, your Ia ground lj, 
That the prevailing party at that time reftrained Ni- 
niſterial freedom and faithfulneſs, in teſtifying againſ 
the defeitions and back/lidings of the times. 
What were theſe back/lidings of the times, againſt 
which you were reſtrained from teſtifying? Were 
they Atheiſm, Deiſm or Infidelity 7 No! Were | 
they Arianiſm, Socinianiſm, Antinomianiſm, or any | 
other black /? No! Were they back/idings 
adopted by the Church, againſt our doctrine, wor- 
thip, diſcipline and gorernment ? No! for = - 
| Cs ; efron 


© i . 
* 42 


_ . W * * : * - * "0 

A - n ; & PI, : r 8 12 - 2 1 * ; a * 11 . 9 * 

8 «+ 5 * — a 1 WL * . * 11 : * vo * Tt . — L #4 fear : 

1 2 , 4 5 K y Y AS 2 y I arte. cn. Hes oh a n My ww” 2 * 1 — 2 - . 
enn f 


: 4 —U]— — 
3 — —— — — — a 


A Laugh from a true. blue. '&e. 3 
feſfion of Frith is ſtill our ſtandard; our worſMfipthe 
ame it was; and our government is ſtill by Kitk- 
ſeſſions; Presbyteries, Synods and General Afſem= 
blies: (our diſcipline is indeed a little enervate. 
Were they bartzlidings of heart and life, againſt 
which you wete reſtfained from teſtifying ? No I. | 
ute here was 4 large field for reſtimontes.! Why. | 
do you complain of reftraint ? Why; what was 
the matter? You tell us, p. 19. © Mr. Erskine 
« was cenſured for refifying againft the act 1532. 
That is, He was cenſured tor aſſerking, That the 
Aſſembly had by that act ſhoulder'd Chriſt out of 
his government, robbed -Chriſt's -people of theit 
tights ;- that they had receded from the corner 
fone, rejected Chriſt in his authority, and done 
what was in their power to bring about the over- 
| throw of the Church of Scot{and'; beſides a great. 
deal of ſcurrilous and defariing language againff 
his Mother and his Mother's ſons. Now, don't 
you think it reaſonable, that his Mother ſhould 
rebuke him for ſuch language, eſpecially when he 
__ appeals to her for juſtice! Does he not by this 
own her authority, if he was not in jeſt, and 
| thought he was able to kick againſt her, and was 
Ii reſolved; if the did nor fay as he ſaid, to call her 
| DFHarlot to her face? Now, when a ſon becomes 
ſo unroward and and undutiful, ſhould not his mo- 
ther go further than a rebuke, and turn him out of 
doors, if the is able? I believe every body would 
laugh at a fond morher's ſimplicity; if ſhe did 09 AM 
therwiſe. Such management would anſwer the | 
| 


7 


following Riddle, if you put mother for hishand & | 
/ Biisbahi#'s here, and get hes gane; \| 
Me differ Mitch, and get are dur. EO 


„ Ht. Eb... 
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Ver you have the confidence to tell us, © That 


4 Erskine and you, then Eccleſiaſtical tyranny 
4 undermined the foundation.“ Why ſo: 7 
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« when the ſentence of ſuſpenſion paſſed upon Mr. 


* 


I thought our conſtitution had been built upon 


foundation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Chri bim 


ſelf being the chief corner-ſtone, and ſecured to us 
by ſeveral acts of Parliament. Was the founda- 
tion undermined, when you were cenſured for re- 
viling and contemning a judicature clothed with 
Chrift's authority? Have you ſo little modeſty, 

as to make Mr. Erskine the foundation of our 
Church? The ſentence paſt againſt him, I own, 


tended to undermine him, as he had endeavoured 
to undermine a great many others. He was like 


to be ſerveſl in the ſame manner as Adonibezek was: 


And who would not laugh, to ſee cunning under- 


miners overthrown by ſpringing a mine upon them 
in a lawful manner? This would make the fol- 


. lowing Riddle no paradox: 


Her womb which once my fſubftance gave, 
Mill very quickly be my grave. 
| | 4 


But then, you tell us, & This reſtraint of Mi- 


c“ niſterial freedom was the firft and more imme- 


« diate point, upon which your ſeceſſion more im- 
« mediately turned. If this is true, are you not 


very inconſiſtent with your ſelves? You give it 


out, That the Church of Scotland have broken 
down the fences, which were wiſely ſet up, for do- 
Erine, worſhip, &c. That they exerciſe a lordly de- 
minion over the heritage of God, _— to the laws 
of the great Lord of the bouſe ;, and, That they 5 

| ue 


* 
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pimples on their face: 


doubt, if the kindneſs of the Aſſem A. 
a real one or not, or if they have effectually diſ- 
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| "of Lang b from a true- 5 2 e. &c. 71 
ſux ſuch ineaſures as tend to corrupt the doctrine con- 


tained in our excellent Confeſſion. All theſe, I owWũ n, 


are go ſanders and lies: but, if you were ſo 
blind as to think they were true, you ſhould nor 
have ſtaid in communion with ſo corrupt a Church 
till ſhe thought you were not worth the keeping, 
bur ſhould have renounced all intercourſe with her 
both as to ſpirituals and temporals. Bur ſtill you 
think the hire of! a harlot is good to have; and 
though: you have fairly renounced communion 
wa her, yet you have a mind to eat her bread, 
and then liſt up your heel againſt her. You were 
content to continue in her communion, 10 long as 


ſhe allowed you to do what you pleaſed; but be- 
cauſe the calls you Nitte now, you are evens witg 
her, and call her Scabbed pow. But would it nor 


make one laugh, to ſee one, over-run with ſcurvy, 


| refuſe to dine with others, becauſe they have ſome 


But then, Very Reverend; becauſe the act 1733 
againſt the four ,Brethren was the grand miſchiet 
and crowning defection of the Church of Scotland, 
upon which your ſeceſſion turned; you begin to 

bly 1734 Was 


patched'thar deſperate enemy of yours 1733: at 
leaſt you alledge they have not done it formally; 
and who knows but he may ftill ariſe, ſword in 


hand, and deſtroy you? Indeed, Gentlemen, 1733 
was the hardeſt foe you ever grappled with ſince 


Dame cradled your head. His motto was, Nemo 
me impune lacoſſit. However, you need not be at 
the pains to diſpute whether he 18 materially or for- 
mally dead; he is er dead as to any Harem 
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_ fare, if all join to let 1733 looſe upon ou, he'll 
Hake your double dence than en ever. Ki 
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he can do you, if it is not your own fault. The 
Aſſemby 1734 has ſhackled his hands and feet: 
ſo you Bu; not fear him, if you'll only be good 


- bairns, and fave m ſelves. But your diſputing 


about. the Aſſembly's kindneſs puts ine in mind of 
a queer ſtory, which would make one laugb. A 
metaphyſica Gentleman, who was guilty of cer- 


tain crinhes and miſdemeanors, got a kick in a tow. 


But before he was ftrangled, ſome good friends of 
his came in and cut the tow, and produced a war- 
rant for his living. He told his friends, they had 
ſaved his bacon materially; but unleſs they awd 
the tow, he did think he "could live formally = 

all their warrant. Obo / (ſay they) you f 


on this puniilio, we have no more 10 ſay. 


he goes, and the company fome 5 | 
fee him — This E HN was 
pretty like the following Riddle + ö 


Im free, aud get I am confers; 
J. fee, and yt am very blind. 


8 Gentlemin, 1 dont think you aft 2 


1 friendly part to your ſelves, in reviling the Af- - 


fembly 1734, and in iving them no betterquarters 
than you did to thoſe of 1733. Does that man 


ſtand a fair chance for protection, who equall 4 


beats friends and foes ? When you put them 


E in one claſs, and deſcribe their Aae in co- 


lours equally black and odions; when _ hand 
is againſt every man, do you not pro ke every 
man to ſtretch his hand 1 vou? And, to be 


But 
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But pray, Gentlemen, what has the Aſſembly 
1734 done, that it thus diſobliges you ? They 
reſcinded the acts 1730 and 1732; they muzzled 


your enemy, and ordered you to be reſtored to 


your charges upon ſuitable application; they or- 
dered commiſſioners to be ſent yp, to petition for 
reſcinding the Patronage act; they made the deeds 


of the Commiſſion reverſible; they have ſhewn, 
that the Aſſembly's deeds are not like thoſe of the 
Ades and Perfians, which could not be reverſed, 
but that they muſt yield with great reſpect to your 
Reverence. Theſe are great things, and the Church. ' 
patron than when you were in ber communion. 


t then can be the matter, Gentlemen? © Why, 


ns (ay you) the Aſſembly 17 34, in their act, re- 
“ tuſe — 


to enquire into the ſteps of the pr 


4 taken by the ſeveral judicatures. 24% They 
4 peremprarily diſcharge the Synod of Perth and 
< Stirling to judge of the legality or formality of 


< the proceedings of the Church-judicarures in 


„ your affair.” Were they to blame in this? Had 


they enquired into all rhe ſteps of the affair, when 


would they have ended? The party which con- 
demned you, would never have allowed them- 

ſelves to be 

tried; and this, in all probability, would have 
made the cure worſe than the diſeaſe. Upon this 
contideration, the Aſſembly was wiſe in making 

no enquiry. Bur perhaps you think, the more miſ— 

chief the better Hen: and that in this event you 

as 


condemned, without being heard and 


would have had a good fund for laughing. 


Was the Aſſembly 1734 faulty, in diſcharging oh 
the Synod. of Perth and Stirling to judge of the le- 
gality or formality of _ Aſſemblies and Commiſ- 


__. ona 


IAC LS 


44 Pilulæ Splenetice ; or, 
ſions proceedings? It ſeems you think ſo. But 
Whether would you have the head to direct and 
judge for the feet, or the feet to act this part for 
the head? Every body I ever heard of thinks it is 
the head's part to do this for the feet: but if you 
are for inverting the order, you may henceforth 
walk upon the crown of your heads, and turn up 
vour feet; and when your hinder parts are expo- 
ſed to the free air, perhaps your heads may be the 
better for it. But ſure I am it would make one 
laugh to ſee ſuch a way of walking. 
Well, what did the Aſſembly 1734 do more? 
„They ordered (ſay you) the Synod to proceed 
te in the affair of the four Brethren, as they ſaw 
4 mott juſtifiable and expedient for preſerving, the 
authority of the Church.” Was it a great crime 
for them to do what the word of God, the Book | 
ef Diſcipline, and all the Proteſtant Confeſſions al- 
low them to do? Would you have the Church 
without authority, and every man allowed to do 
What he pleaſes? Would you have our Church, 
like the men of Laifh, Fudg. xviii. 7. careleſs and 
| » ſecure, and none among them to put any man . 
For auhat he does? e Ay, but _ you) the Eccle-/ 
. fſiaſtical authority was lifted up againſt the un- 
s erring rule of the word.” What word do you 
mean? Not the word of God: for by this word, 
{ Impowering judicatures to cenſure perſons guilty 
of calumny, diſorders, irregularities and diſobedi- 
ence, they proceeded. By the rule of the word, then, 
you muſt mean the rule of your own word; for 
againſt you four was the authority , the Church 
lifted up. But, Gentlemen, if you give us a rule, 
pray give us one that is not ovf of rule * for if 8 


A Laugh from 4 true blue, &c. 5 * 
rule is irregular, to what purpoſe ſerves the rule? 
Such a rule ſurely would make one laugb. This 


-would look very like this remarkable idle 


| I's day with me, and per it's h;; 
Im all wrong, and pet all rigbt. 


Well, what did the Aſſembly do more? Say 
Fou, © They expreſly declare, That the ground 

A and reaſon they proceeded upon, in impowering 4 
( the Synod as above, was the conſideration of 


c the lamentable conſequences that have follow 
.< ed, and may yet follow upon a ſeparation of the 


four Brethren.” Here, you think, they make | 


you pretty conſiderable, men of great conſequence 


e con- 


and mighty weight; and that they were afraid, 

leſt you four, with your mighty backing, like an 

coverflowing flood, would fweep away all yu op- - 
| . Poſers; and that, becauſe of this lamentat 


ſequence, they were content to do ſomething in * 


| your favours. Well, Gentlemen, for as formidable 


as you are, I would not have you high-minded, 
but rather fear: for as high as youthink your ſelves, 
it is very poſſible to pull down your beavers; and 
then it will make people laugh, to ſee ſome walk 

ing with bare heads, who ſtrutted formerly with 


plumager feathers. You may get Hoſannas to day, 


but to-morrow you may have Grucify: ibem. 


The members of the Aſſembly certainly acted 
like the ſervants of the Prince of peace, when they 


impowered the Synod to do what they did, to pre- 


vent bad conſequences, though that which was the 


. © occaſion of the conſequences was not bad in itſelf. 
O! but (fay you) the Aſſembly 1734 did not 
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. weich as acknowledge the ſinfulneſs of the 


« act 1733, ta the glory of God. O admirable 
modeſty ! O amazing humility ! You'll nor only 
have the Aſſembly 1734 to acknowledge you very 
conſiderable, but likewiſe to own that thoſe who 


meddled wich you were guilty of a great ſin. Who 
would not think it a great ſin, to cenſure four men 
ſo blindly zealous, and fo uniformly conſtant and 
true to calumny, reproach and ſelf-conceit? Well 


may yau four ſay to thoſe who cenſured you, Odi 


prefanum vulgus, & arcco. Well, — it is 
not he who commendeth himſelf who is approved, | 
but he whom a better judge than himſelf commends. 
Would it not make one laugh, to think: that there 
is but one Holy Infallible Father in the Popith 
countries, and * of late four Holy Infallible Fa- 
chers have ſtarted up in the- Church of Scarlad ? 
It will be a wonder if you come not to Logger- 
heads abour the Supremacy. I really think Mr. 


Erskine deſerves it. He was the firſt in the 


and is the moſt perſonable man. Therefore! would : 


\ have. the other three to mount him as high as they 
can, arayed in ſuch Royal apparel as may ſuit his 


gravity, with a tobacco pipe in his mouth inſtead 
of amitre; and then proclaim before him, This is 
the may whom, we our party delight to bonour. 
And then he may ay, as the hay of wan Riddies 


| well 3 ir, 


Tr, n black and 1 dim and bright; 1 
Lui get @ mortal ats, 8 


: Well, what did the Aſſembly Lare 
* . En you) they plainly 


That there 


8 


Lag fon a true bine. &c. 47 
4 bers of this Church, upon material and funda- 


% CO OE 2s 


« mental points, which more nearly concert the 


* promoting the intereft of our bleſſed Lord 

4 Saviour.” Well, does the Aſſembly lie when ir 
ſays ſo? Can you fix on any material and funda- 
mental point in which they differ ? If you are 


conſcious to your ſelves of differing from all: che 
reſt in ſome material points, you are obliged to the 


Alſſembly in their thinking better of you-thad you 
deſervyve. Ay; but (ſay you) if the difference is 


& only abont ſmaller matters, then we muſt be 
“ reekoned Schiſmaricks.” Gentlemen, the ante 


eedent is true, and the conſequence juſt. I believe 


no man who underſtands the controverſy, will call 

in queſtion the truth of what the Aſſembly ſays ; 
and will like wiſe own, that for once you have 
drawn a very juſt conclufion. All you can fix on 
the Church of Scotland, to juſtify your ſeparation 
from her, is, That the has made a rule for ſet - 
« tling vacancies, materially the fame with tliat 
„upon which you your ſelves were ſettled, and a 
few ſettlements not ſo full nor harmonious. as 
4 could have been witl'd.” Now, if this be a 


| juſt ground of ſeparation, let the impartial world 


your own conſciences judge: and if it is not; 


let all men of ſenſe laugh at your folly. And wlio 
would not /augh, to ſee you ſeparate, becauſe you 


cannot get a whim-of your: own made a rule of 


ſettlements, which never was a ſettled rule of the 
Church of Scotland ? And yer, after all, you have 
the confidence tu ſay, that the Aſſembly 17 34drope 


every part of your teftimotiy. Did they drop your 
teſtimony, when they removed that which was che 


as Pilulæ Spleneticæ; or. 
occaſion of But this is the grie- 
the quarrel: They did not adopt al! 
your ſentiments, and record with great reſpect and 
reverence the noble ſtand you made, and the cou- 


vous part o 


rage you had to Bell the cat with one Aſſembly, 


and make another do what you pleaſed; and then 


record all, ad perpetuam rei memoriam. Really, 


Gentlemen, ou are very merry The Aſſembly 


. 


ſee dawted bairns turning more dortie. 


- s s 


knew better things; and they laugb, when they 
But pray, Gentlemen, what diſobliges you fo 


much at the Reverend Synod of Perth and Stir= 
Ting, whoſe hearty affection to you and the peace 


of the Church ſhone ſo conſpicuouſly in their act- 
ings? They opened their arms to receive you, 


without any application; and, by virtue of that 


power they had from the Aſſembly, reſtored you 


to your ſeveral charges, and united you to the 
communion of this Church; and yet you ſhew- 
ed little regard for their kindneſs, or reſpect for 
what they did. Their declaring it their opinion, 


That reſtoring you to your charges, tended to re- 


ſtore peace, and preſerve the 0 authority of the 
Church in the exerciſe of all Miniſterial privileges 


and functions, and to promote the edification of 


the members of the body of Chriſt; this I believe 


p « 


leaſed you pretty mu . 
. to be ſtroaked, and to be reckoned the authors 
of peace, though you every Where ſow war and 


diviſion; and to paſs for the only ſupports of the 
Church's| juſt os pn ner" you continually 


kick againſt it; and to be thought the only edifi- 
ers of the body of Chriſt, and that all the reſt are 


fleepy dumb dogs : This you will not . 


ch: for full well do you 


1 P 1 


it againſt ar mother. 
t 


c c 0 u ĩ eos 
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And rarely would you ſupport the authority of 
the Church, if it were put in your hands; and rare 


things would ye do. Well; Abſalom had a bonn 


out- ſide; but a hollow heart, and a hanger hinder 
end: He rebelled againſt his father, and you do 
Well, the firſt part of the Synod's act you don't 

quarrel: but one part of it diſobliges you. Wharf 
is the offenſive part? Say you, The Synod en- 
& Joins us, to carry towards the Lord's ſervants, 


their Brethren, Miniſters of this Church, and 


their reſpective flocks and charges, as the Mi- 


4 niſters of Chriſt and his Goſpel ought to do.” 


And does this offend you? The Synod's advice 
is almoſt the ſame with that of the Apoſtle, Live 
in peace; and the God of. peace ſhall be with you. 
Would you rather wiſh they had enjoined you to 
live on robbery and ſpoil, in war and diviſion ? 
Did you want a commiſſion from them, to take 
whips in your hands, that you might drive all 2 


ers and ſellers out of the land? This would have 


been excellent work for you: and a good hand 
you would have made on't; firſt, ro drive away 
the robbers; and then, to ſeize on the ſubſtance; 
Bur, becauſe the Synod enjoins you to live in peace 


with your brethren the Miniſters of Chriſt, and you 
are for war; therefore you make them, the Aſſem- 


blies 1733 and 1734, all one ſwine's pigs. But 
would a mak Re 6 laugh, 05 ſee chaſe birds of 
a feather flock together? And when they are one 
every way, as you make them to be, then ſome 
birds of prey may meet with their merchant, and 
rer of doing eyes harm. Perhaps you are 

offended at the Synod, 1 they have ſolved 
LETT | 1 20 5 N one 
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? 
. 


reſpect to you. It is, 
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ane of the famous Riddles in the literal ſenſe with 


I am divorꝰ d, het marryd fill ET 
Miib full conſent, yet gainſi my will. 


+ But, before I finiſh this Section, I cannot. but 
take notice of the ſly art you have of calumny and 
detraction, and then foiſting in texts of Scripture, 
which make as little for your purpoſe as the man 
in the moon. Pag. 38. you tell us, © It backſlidmgs 
were acknowledged, if the Church would re- 
4 turn to the Lord, (that is, as you fay, to the rule 


““ preſcribed in his word, for directing the Church 


« how to behave in the houſe of God,) this would 
© be matter of joy to you and many through the 
© land.” Here you alledge the Church has depart- 
ed from the rule of the word in her judicative ca- 
pacity, and is guilty of great backſlidings from the 
rule laid down in the word. What theſe are, you 
don't mention; but, no doubt, you mean the act 
1732, and that of 1733, which cenſured you, were 
the diſtinguiſhing backſlidings : from theſe you 
. would have them to reform according to the rule of 
tbe word, and pattern ſhown in the mount; and then, 
to impoſe upon unthinking people, you throw up 
the reformation in good King Jo4ab's time, and 
that which we read of 2 Chron. xxx. Would it 
not make any wiſe man laugh, to ſee ſuch hocus 
pocus and juggling as this? Is this a precedent of 
What you would be at ? or does it ſupport your 
darling point, of giving the people a right of elect- 
ing in communi ? Is there any thing in theſe refor- 
mations, but what the Church of Scotland is hogs 
. | | tily 
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tily for except what is peculiar to the Fewiſh ſtate? 
: & mach for liberty, would 


I hope you, who are ſo muc 
not have us back to a ſtate of bondage. Are you 
not aſhamed, thus to abuſe the people, in giving 


them bad impreſſions of your Mother-church, by 
milapplying Scripture ? You might as well have 
9. 


cired, Adam, Seth, Enos, to prove chat the Church 


has departed from the rule of the word in her be- 


haviour in the houſe of God. Now, is not this 


way you take of proving things, ſafficient to make 


one laugh? Is not this way of 3 and pro= 
ving ſomething like this famous Riddle 2 


Po heaven IV, to earth I tend; 
Grow better flill, but never mend. 


VVV 


: Bun now, Very Reverend, I come to thoſe things 


which you ſay would perhaps pleaſe you, were 
they gone into, and give you a pleaſant proſpect of 
uniting with the Church. But ere I enter on theſe, 


I muſt tell you, that rhe modeſt propoſals you make, 


were you not men of known temperance, look ve- 


ry like the effect of a brandy poſſet, qualified with 
a liberal doſe of Jamaica pepper. There is ſuch a 
Iordly and magiſterial air in them, and an uſurp- 
ing authority over our Church- judicatures, which 
are compoſed of members of the beſt ſenſe and moſt 


ſhining gifts, that they look extremely like the 


not make one laugh, 


productions of a light and giddy head. Would it 


to ſee four men, whoſe gifts 


are not much above the ordinary level, fancy them- 
ſelves the ſupreme Lawgivers ot the Church of Scot- 


land, and all the Miniſters their ſcholars, ro whom 


g Pilalæ Splengtices or. 
they preſcribe their leſſon. This really favours 
ſome what of the ſpirit of Nebuchadnezzar the Great, 
Who, walking in the palace of his kingdom, faid, 
3 Is not this great Babylon, that ] have built for the 


or the hongur of my Majefty * Dan. iv. 30. But in 
12 midſt of +l a. Ba be heard a 3 ſaying, 
O Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is ſpoken, The kingdom 
is departed from thee, and they ſhall drive thee from 
men, and thy dwelling-place ball be with the beaſts 
of the field. | EE. 


* 


But now, let us hear your magiſterial dictates. 
1½, You demand, That a ſeaſonable warning be e- 
. mittcd againſt groſs errors and infidelity, and that the 
ſupreme Deity of the Son of God be aſſerted. Does 
our Church eſpouſę groſs errors, or countenance in- 


fidelity? Or does the deny the ſupreme Deity of 
Hur bleſſed Saviour? Do they not teſtify againſt 
errors upon all proper occaſions? Is not the ſu- 
-preme Deity of our Saviour aſſerted in the Confeſ= 
ion of Faith, founded on the Scriptures ? and do 
not all the members of our Church own this as the 
| confeſſion of their faith? Would it not make one 
laugh, to ſee your malicious inſinuation of the con- 
trary? You know, none are readier to cry, Hold 
be thief, than he who has the ſtoln goods. Next, 
you want, That the higbeſt cenſures of the Church 
(pould paſs againſt William Nimmo. How ſteady 
are you, Gentlemen, to ſevere diſcipline when the 
caſe is not your own ! That young man, with=- 
out all doubt, ſaid very ſhocking, and ſome very 
ſenſeleſs and ſtupid things. But did not the Pro- 
feſſor ſhe w the higheſt diſpleaſure at his diſcourſe? 
Was he not as forward as any, to inflict a ſuitable 

7; cen- 
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cCenſure upon him? And was he not expelled the : 
Hall with ignominy and diſgrace, and for ever re- 


jected as a ſtudent of Divinity? And did he not 


humbly profeſs his ſorrow for what he had igno- 
rantly done? Now, Sir Reverend, the higheſt cen- 
fure of the Church is only deſigned for the obſti- 


nately impenitent. . Now, who would not /augh 
at your ignorance and malice in endeavouring to 


blacken every one's reputation? You likewiſe de- 
ire, that the higheſt genſures-of the Church be in- 
flicted on Profeſſor Campbell and Mr. Wallace, 3 | 


after enquiry, they are found. guilry of the gro 
errors alledged againſt them. All I have to ſay 
as to this is, That theſe Gentlemen are now before 


their Judges; and if they have any reaſonable 


conviction of their being guilty of an error, ox 


errors, I hope they ll think themſelves obliged to 
theſe who put them right. And they who are 


their Judges will know how to proportion the 


| cenſure to the crime proven againſt them, though _ 
J. ou had given them no direction. But you real- . 
27 


4 bring me in mind Of a eroſs - grain d boy, WhO 
was beat by his mother, for an ill-ſcraped tongue, 


and a great knack he had of lying; upon this he 
left the houſe. His mother — ſome of his bro- 


thers to deſire him to return; and he ſent her back 


word, That never the length of his toe he would come, 
unleſs ſhe paid Archy and Robie, worſe than ſbe had 

paid him; and it may be nat then neither. Would 

not this boy's temper make one laugh? 


I'm full, and get I'm empty fil. e 
I'm croſs, and jet I haue my will. 


ah, 


54 Pilulæ Splenetice ; or. 
Aàah, You require, That the Af 33. cenſuring 
Mr. Erskine, be repealed, and all the arbitrary pro- 
 ceedings of Church-judicatures, appointing high cen- 
ſures to be inflitfed on the four Brethren, be declared 
null and void. You have already been told, that 
all theſe are truly null and yoid, as to any harm 
they can do you, if you'll only return, and be u 
dn your good behaviour. But your deſign in this, 
is, to make the world believe you are entirety in- 
nocent, and that reftoring you ta _ charges, 
was not an act of favour, but of juſtice, III tell 
you a ſtory of a fellow who was once ſentenced 
to be hanged, and afterwards had a pardon offer- 
> ed him, provided he would promiſe to ſteal no 
more of his neighbours ſheep; upon this he told 
the Judge, He would ſcorn to accept 7 the pardon, 
wnleſs they would repeal the ali for fiealing ſheep, and 
allow him to beat the ſhepherds into the bargain. But. 
then you would have all Miniſters cenſur d who 
don't teſtify againſt the corruptions of the times, 
according to the act Ofober 3. 1648. By this you 
would inſinuate, that theſe things you are teſtify- 
ing againſt, are the very things which were the 
| corruptions of theſe times; than which nothing can 
de more falſe. Let theſe who are for ſectarian, ſuch 
as Independent, and Antinomian, or Eraftian prin- 
ciples, or for defections of heart and life be cen- 
fared ſeverely. Let all who are guilty of lying, 
| backbiting, uncharitable diſpoſitions, or diviſive 
principles, be cenſured ; and then fee who has the 
beſt ſhare. _ But would it not make one laugh to 
x hear ſome talk of cenſuring thoſe who don't teſti- 
| 82 the corruptions of the times, when they 
do all that is in their power to weaken the autho- 
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rity of theſe. who ſhould cenſure. , Cankuing wilt 
be to little purpoſe, till ſome are taught to ſtand 


more in awe of them. Church-cenſures, and lows 
n are ſomewhat like this Nan 1 


5 „ * defeat me every way, 1 the 
. et they. never gain t the 8 EE 


| 1 Yau demand 4 rhea! of the at. 33. 3 
2 5 e Dunfermling, and an allowance to 
Mites to diſpenſe ſealing 8 to all ſuch as 
have Minifters -intruded upon them contrary, to the 
word of "on the rules. 4 this Church founded 
thereupon. To what purpoſe do you deſire the 
repeal of that act? by _y this, you mult 
' repeal other acts jc bor ar in its boſom, againſt - 
ſuch courſes as they encouraged: and practiſed: 
beſides, that act does Dunfermling Miniſters no 
manner of harm, The Aſſembly by that act of 
theirs, went upon warrantable precedents, and only 
deſired theſe Brethren to do that which was their 
duty, and what they ſhould have done in a conſi- 
tency with themſelves z ſince they inrolled other 
two, who were ſettled 48 much againſt the peoples 
conſent, as the Gentleman they diſcountenance; 
though, as I am told, he is far from being inferior 
to thoſe they y careſs, for all miniſterial qualifica- 
tions, ara his wanting ſome people's Sibboleth 
may make a difference. f 
Lou likewiſe want, That Minifters Soul be 4. 
pr to diſpenſe — — to. thoſe who haut 
Miniſters intr, them contrary to the word of 
Gill Would you Ne this liberty given to eve- 
76 one who i is bold enough to ſay chat ſettlements 


are 


| 56 Pilule Spleneticæ; om - 
| are contrary to the word of God, without an 
j proof but his bare teſtimony? What would he the 
> conſequence of ſuch a permiſſion ?- would not evyers 
laſting confuſion, and perperual diſorder rakeplace? | 
And would we not always find ſome ambitious } 
enough to raiſe their own reputation, by decrying 
and blackening rhereputations of others? by giv- 
ing them the worſt and moſt odious names. Now 
would ir not make one laugh to ſee ſonie men a- 
bungantly little every way, making themſelves 
gre as debaſing every one elſe, and trampling 
under foot all manner of authority; and by pre- 
tendling to countenance all their Wa y the 
Ford of God, and the rules of the Church, when 
irthe'mean time both are expreſly againſt them. 
Would it not raiſe a laugh, to ſee ſome ſtrain at 
gnats and ſwallow camels; to ſee them remove 
__ their zeal from great and weighty matters, and 
appear wich great Warth for things of a lower 
Fund, neglecting tlie eſſential parts of rhe Taber- 
N nacle, and contending furiouſly about placing a par- 
ricular pin, till they overthrow the whole. 
. © 40, You demand, That it ſpall be declared, that 
the accepting of Preſentations is contrary to the prin- 
ciples of this Church, if the Patronage- act is not re- 
| pealed. What need is there for doing that which 
is done already? Has not our Church always de- 
clared this was a grievance, which ſhe would re- 
Joice to be quit of: But this you would inſinuate, 
chat theſe you call the prevailing party are fond of 
the contmuance' of Patronages. I believe there 


are few or none of our Clergy who would not be 
. as glad of the happy deliverance as ſome who 
make a greater noiſe; though at the N 
o they 
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„ would not be for your ſcheme, which they think 
very unreaſonable. Beſides this, you want hat 
s | every young man accepting of a Preſentation, ſhould 
5 
3 
| 
F 


Hab his licence taken from him, and that a minifter © 
doing ſo, ſpould be ſuſpended, and, upon his adherence 

to it, ſhould be depoſed. Is nor. this a, very modeſt 
propoſal , of yours, ro make, rhe; Church declare 

War openly againſt the Stare ?.Or would it ſerve 

. | any wile end or purpoſe? Can the Church pretend 

+ | to make void an act of Parliament; and: will nor 

E en and-humble, petitions, haye a happier ef- | 

| ect, than the ſtrong hand: And if the Patronage- 1 

act ſhould not be reſcinded, as I ſincerely wiſni it 

may, would not the practice of our forefathers, in ; 

; this caſe, be preferable to your propoſal, namely, ] 


to petition, his Majeſty to accept of a Leet of fix, | 
named by the Presbytery or Synod, as the ableſt = 
I Preachers in their bounds, for any Vacancy chat 5 
; falls out? When our forefathers obtained this, I 
5 der were thankful for it, and ſettled the perſon | 
| Preſented. But it ſeems you would have acted a= 1 
nother part, had you lived in their days, and hve | 

| deprived young men, and ſuſpended or depoſed Mi- "4. 

N niſters upon an acceptance. Would it not make one 3 
) laughto ſee ſome ſo keen for ſuſpenſions, and depo» * | 
! ſing of others, tho' violently againſt them them | 


ſelves ? Tis ſomewhat like a Woman I heard of, 
who dabbled frequently in irregular pleaſure her- 
ſelf, and yet would rail and fly out againſt the in- . 
decency of a man's kiſſing of his wife before folks. 
Some people are quick-ſighted to /py a mot in their 
brother's eye, who are blind to a beam in their own. + 
_ © Beſides this, you demand, That no ſettlement ſhall 
take place in a vatant Congregation without a majo- 
9 phe | | | rity 


* 
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rity of thoſe who are admitted to full communion with 
the church. Here at laſt you tell us what you mea 
by the congregation ; tis the communicants: And 
it muſt certainly be owned, that a very great re- 
ard ſhould to be had to their approbation or dif 
N And if they advance reaſonable grounds for 
diſſenting, Think that man too forward who ven- 
cures upon the charge, when ſach are utterly a- 
verſe. But then, tis very poſſible, they may be 
wrought up ro-make oppolition, wirhout any juſt 
Ground: and, in that caſe, a bare wi ul oppoſition 
is not to be regarded. But then, that the commu—- 
nicants have a divine right to elect their Paſtors 
I utterly deny, or that it was ever the eſtabliſned 
principle of this Church. Von don't pretend here 
to ſupport your opinion with Scripture-proots; on- 
ly you hint at that Text ĩn James, about the man 
and the gold- ring: this, you ſay, proves, That as 
to ſpiritual privileges we muß not prefer the rich to 
the poor, I grant it, the contemned beggar has as 
good a right to the bleſſings of our Saviour's pur- 
chaſe, as the crowned Head. But this does not 


eftabliſh your point, unleſs you ſhow clearly from 
_ Scripture, that electing of a Paſtor to a pariſh, 186 
a bleſſing purchaſed by our Saviour to all believers, 
or to the believers of a pariſh. The laſt you cans. 
not ſhew ; becauſe the ereQing of diſtinct pariſhes _ 
is not a divine, but a civil deed, and took not 
place till ſometime after the ſpreading of Chriſtia- 
nity. The Author of the Modeſt Enquiry has made. 
it pretty plain, that it was not the people, but the 
Apoſtles who every where elected and ordained 
to the Miniſtry. But whether or not Paſtors in all. 
ages of the Church are to follow their * in 
| 8 1 „ 
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this, is andther queſfion. Tis probable they are 


not tied down to this, but are to behave in this 


matter according to the circumſtances of the times, 
and the general rules of the word. Would it not 
make one laugb, to ſee you call the people's right 


. 


divine, when you have not one text to upport it? : 


Blut take their Right for gracited, and ſeveral 


abſurdities follow upon it: then husband and 
wife, laſs and lad, bond and free, have all an 


| equal right. Women cannot be deprived of this 


right, becauſe they are not allowed to ſpeak in the 
Church; tor they, at leaſt, may ſpeak in the 
Church-yard, Nor can ſærvants be deprived of 


this right by any civil deed, fince this can never 


alter that which is divine. And hence it will fol- 
low, that there has not been a right ſettlement. in 
our Church; tor this never was the ſcheme they 


beſt throw up your calls, and venture upon a new 
moderation, where all may be allowed to vote 
without diſtinction of voices; and Ihold you an 
equal wager, you'll ſtand a chance of loſing your 
kirks, for all your popularity. Another abſurdi- 
Alis, That if the right is divine, then you muſt 
ow thoſe not of our communion, to carry the 


8 choice if they can, unleſs you pretend that none 


can be real believers but theſe of our communion, 
or can prove that Chriſt's legacy gives this right 
only to believers, who are Presbyterians of your 


new model. Would not the aſſerting of either of 


theſe make a wiſe man laugb? And when theſe, 
who are admitted to full communion, have an e- 
qual right given them, does it not put it in the 


power of the weakeſt and moſt ignorant to 5 
. . . £ = ; 


San 


60 Pilulæ Splenetice; or. 
the election againſt all others, though they are 
well meaning people? Would not all men of 
ſenſe employ the wiſeſt to chuſe u fit perſon to 
. carryon any worldly plot and defign? And would 
it be proper to put the choice of one for carrying 
on the beft and higheſt deſign that can be, in the 
hands of the moſt ignorant and unskiltul © Would 
it not make one laugb, to ſee boys have the choice 

of their maſters, and not perſons who are better 

Judges. of a maſter's qualifications? Why then 
Would you palm a principle upon people, who can- 
not be judges of the -truth, of what you ſay, and 
make them believe tis divine, when tis full of ab- 
ſurdities, and has no countenance from ſeripture? 
Why would you make them believe it was always 
the principle of the Church of Scotland, when you 
Cannot but know the contrary? As long as Pres- 
bytery took place, from the Year 1578 to 1649, 
the election was in the Presbytery's hands, | 
from 1649 to 1690, it was lodged in the hands of 
the Seſſion, excluſive of the people, from 1690, to 
1712, it was in the hands of the heritors and el- 

ders, wich the conſent of the people, as has been 
explained. Is it not next to the higheſt impu- 
dence then, for you to palm a lie upon the world? 
The lip of truth will he eſtabliſped for ever; but a 
Hing tongue is but for a. moment. 46-37 67-10 
 -$thlp, You demand, That none ſhould be licen- 
fed, but fuch as have a competent flock of knowledge, 

and are acquainted with the power of -Godlineſs, and 
the work. of the Spirit of God upon their fouls. All very 

- reaſonable : but how come you to demand this, 

as if the contrary were practiſed ? do you know 
ol any who have paſt, wham Miniſters * os 
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than the better practice of former times 
you are aſhamed to tell us particularly what they 
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look upon? in the judgment of charity, as aca . | 
quaint with theſe things? But poſſibly, you ima. 


gine, that good Miniſters can ſee into the hearts 
of men, and by their ſpiritual taſte judge of their 
ſtare. If this is the meaning, I fear very few will 
be found acquainted with true godlineſs, or the Spi- 


rit of Goa, if you are judges. You can be very 


charitable in ſome cafes, and as uncharitable in o- 
thers. And ſome of you ſhew your ſelves excel- 


lent caſuiſts, in giving the devil the ſhell, but 
God the kernel: but, for all your diſeerning ſpi- 
:rit, I-ſhould not wiſh the devil had rhe power of 


cracking any of your ſhells; leſt he ſhould catch 


* 


che kernel too. „„ ] 8 
*.- 6thly, You demand, That in the grounds of pu- 
 blick faſting, there be an acknowledgment of the great 
guilt of this land, in having gone into ſuch a courſe of 
 backſliding, contrary to the word of God; and that 
© they make a full and particular emtmeration of the fleps 
e defection that have been made in our day. In the 
Preamble of this your demand, you diſcover the 


greateſt preſumption, ſelf-conceir and pride. You 


tell us, That the juſt cauſes and grounds of the 


Lord's controverſy with the land have not been 


« acknowledged for many years paſt.” One would 
think, that the cauſes of faſting we have had men- 
tioned all along, look pretty like to be the grounds 
f the Lord's controverſy - but it ſeems you are ac- 
- quaint with the conch 


els of heaven, and know o- 
ther cauſes than all the Aſſembly many years paſt 
were acquaint with. Why do. ye not mention 
theſe feps of defection, and ſhew that they are worſe 

It ſeems 


AIC. 


are. However, we may guels at your meaning: 


on violent; the act 


4118 


III. I ſhall come now to offer fome advices for the 
continuance of this merry fit your behaviour has put 
Men into. TS | : v7 

is 1. Be 
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urch, your felves excepted, are g 
7. of ſoul-ruining'apoſtaſy and defection; and thut rherefare” | 


dio now eee your ſelves into a pure and ſpotleſs Presbyrery, 19 
„ Aud are iq fake the care of all the Churches upon your able 
„mmoulders ro reQify wrongs, and redreſs grievances. No matt 
ee ou ſhould be called the Don Vi xotes of the age: Tell 
i are now to preach up oppreſſed truth i city and country 
e olpel which none of the corrupt teachers ef the Church are; 


NS © Acquaine with, © No miatter though the olle gay; Though zue, 
Be er an angel e heaven, preach any other goſpel, tex Hin be ac- 
| . : G you on to do every rhipg. without your lines and 
E 8 Pour Knight- errantxy will make every one lang. eee. 
5 ns Riddle i in the literal ſenſe i is a picture: of your conüged F: ett, 
14kͥ +, The works great. I'm tall are! ne, OI Firs 
EL: ” WE Aud yet 1 aur babe io do. 11 Joon | 
"YRS 1 Give a chat) had much rather ſoffer afflicti n. N 
| Q | eſs, than 
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tte advantages of thee ureh of Scotlaud*eltablilhed 5 law; 5 # 
dior ſtick by the advantages of che eſtabliſnment as long à5 you - 
1 enn And it will make good fftur d people laugh, 10 lee how, | 


I» =. = pa kie you are, in ſecuring to your ſelves the leeks, onions und 
1 Lat ich of Egypt, and the manna of the wilderneſs at the ſame 
„ | Une. This will be a coniment on another of W 8 Mr. Ralph's\ 
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e Tie pinch/d,, and Ye 7 bone 220 feats, 3 1 HR. 
e Im dor, and yet I never tant. 
| les y ou fhould not be ſufficient, for the great wot you: 
ad n, wake haſte to licenſe ſuch young men as have 4 greater 
ock of wild fire, than of true grace or ſolid learning; ſuch as 
| Will come up all your lengths, and perhyps go ſome ſtepꝭ beyand 
. 8 wild as you greg po matter though tliey lick ſome of the but. 
ver off pour Brea. And if theſe ſhould not be ſufficient, call 
in ſome of the 77 8 to your aſſiſtance: and then, in time, 
N may have ſufficient inſtruments for em our conſti- 
dütion, and for making Ace e ene er n blind zeal nn 
e in triumph; when learning ſenſe and true religion are 
| 1 r under feet. All 58 75 is ſaid in — few dark Words. by: 
--._-- L e author of the Riddle: 


. 3 Vm lib ral, yet. haue nought #9 ſpare :- MO CS > | 
hs Sk 7 e like PE: ok I'm Ke 8 IE 5 
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